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THIS ANNUAL REPORT IS FOUND ONLINE
To review the progress you helped us achieve in the fight against 
poverty and injustice during the last fiscal year, please find a 
digital copy of our annual report at https://philippines.oxfam.org/ 

For feedback or any concerns about this report, you may reach the 
annual report coordinator via email at infoph@oxfam.org.uk.  

TOP: Oxfam in Asia’s Humanitarian Lead visits an evacuation 
area for those affected by the Taal volcano eruption 
in Batangas. Photo: April Bulanadi/Oxfam

MIDDLE: Pedro, president of the Maslog Coconut Farmer and 
Fishermen Association, holds a mangrove sapling grown 
in Lawaan, Eastern Samar. Photo: Elizabeth Stevens

BOTTOM: Suraida welcomes her newborn at the Datu Saudi 
Ampatuan Rural Health Unit in conflict-affected Maguindanao. 
Photo: Eleanor Farmer/Oxfam



THE YEAR IN NUMBERS
38,156 persons 

displaced  by  earthquakes,  typhoons,  and  
armed  conflict were provided with upgraded 
shelter kits

11,017 women and girls 
from  Eastern  Visayas gained improved  
access  to  water systems and laundry 
points 

33.543 million 
people*

were potentially  reached  through the  “No  More  
Children Having Children” campaign on adolescent 
pregnancy

42,003 persons 
living   in   poverty   (75%   women),   
unbanked   and   underserved, 
benefitted by Oxfam’s financial 
inclusion projects 

8 local laws 
were enacted in Visayas and Mindanao 
that commit the use of gender and 
development budgets specifically for 
care-related services

A Consolidated Bangsamoro Women’s 
Agenda co-created by more than 

400 Bangsamoro women 
from under-represented sectors in the provinces 
of Maguindanao, Lanao del Sur, Basilan, Sulu, and 
Tawi-Tawi to embody their shared aspiration for 
a gender-responsive Bangsamoro autonomous 
government in Mindanao466 fisherfolk 

in  22  villages  in  Eastern  Samar  are  better  
protected  from disaster-related losses because 
of insurance coverage on their boats

0 casualties 
when the deadly Typhoon Phanfone
(local: Ursula) hit the four towns in 
Eastern Samar covered by Oxfam’s 
disaster preparedness program

4 bills 
filed in both houses of Congress, seeking 
to penalize facilitators of child marriage 
and to create mechanisms to transform 
harmful attitudes and stereotypes 
underpinning violence against young girls

5 awards 
received by Oxfam Pilipinas for its projects on 
financial inclusion, disaster preparedness, and 
unpaid care  work,including: Merit  Award at 17th  
Philippine Quill Awards  and  a  DSWD  Certificate  
of  Recognition  for  the iAFFORD  Project; Best 
Innovation Challenge at the 2019 SEEP Annual 
Conference for the BREADY Project; Angat  Pilipinas  
Community  Advocacy  Partner Award; and Bronze  
at  the  11th  Araw Values Awards for the “I Laba Yu” 
campaign

   More of our work can be viewed on our website: 
   https://philippines.oxfam.org/

*The numbers on potential reach were generated by
   the media monitoring platform, Meltwater.
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FOREWORD

I am deeply honored to have been chosen as an Oxfam ambassador. To me, it’s an incredible gift to be part 
of the journey that helps change lives for the better. 

I believe that it is the right of every human being to live a full, happy and peaceful life, where everyone 
gets to enjoy the same benefits and equal rights. When we fight for the environment– whether it is 
addressing climate change or the impact of disasters, or building resilience – we are not only 
championing the planet, but also affected people and communities. 

The Philippines is among the countries most affected by climate change. I  hope and pray that I will be 
able to   help support this mission, to help change lives for the better, to help Oxfam in its  amazing  
journey  and  vision  to create  a  world where everyone  is  valued  and  treated equally, to help end 
poverty, and to create better lives not just for people in the Philippines, but for people all over the world. 

I  am  so  grateful  to  Oxfam  because  they  serve as an  inspiration,  such  a  light  of  hope  that change 
can indeed happen in this world, and it’s mostly because of those selfless individuals who dedicate their 
lives to a bigger purpose. 

That is why when we think of all these issues and challenges that we have to tackle, let us not forget  
that  we  all  have  the  individual  power  to  make  a  difference.  Our  collective  fight  for  a better world is 
for every single human being, for all the people we love and, most of all, for the generations to come.  

Antoinette Taus
Artist and Climate Activist, Oxfam Pilipinas Ambassador for Resilience

Photo: Vina Salazar/Oxfam Photo: Mark Vincent Aranas/Oxfam
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MESSAGE FROM THE COUNTRY DIRECTOR

The  past  year  was  truly  like  no  other.  The  tail  end  of the fiscal  year  saw  the  beginnings of 
lockdowns; disruptions of global and local supply chains; and changes – both big and small – to our 
everyday lives. Through it all, Oxfam Pilipinas remained committed to our mandate of providing life-
saving assistance to the poorest and most vulnerable communities affected by emergencies and 
disasters, including the COVID-19 pandemic.

We take this opportunity to look back at all the collective work done the past year, across the country, to 
co-create sustainable solutions to help communities lift themselves from extreme poverty and to 
contribute to better preparedness and more effective humanitarian responses. Our work with our partners 
aims to deliver tangible and long-lasting impact: saving lives during disasters, building  resilient  
communities,  campaigning  for women’srights,  strengthening capacities  of  civil  society, and using our 
voice  to  advocate  for policy change  and  hold  the powerful accountable. 

Oxfam Pilipinas continues to uphold our commitment to ensure the safety and dignity of the people we 
serve. We are committed to feminist principles in our policy analysis and research, our partnership 
approaches, our hiring practices, and our humanitarian responses to disasters which included typhoons, 
earthquakes, displacement caused by armed conflict, and a volcanic eruption this year. In all aspects of 
our work, we aim to continue challenging patriarchy and unjust  social  relations which  have, for  
centuries, undervalued,  marginalized,  and rendered invisible women’s work and rights. 

All of this challenging, life-changing work would not be possible without your generosity and commitment 
to the people and communities we serve, and to us.

Maraming salamat! We are so grateful for your partnership.

Lot Felizco
Country Director 
Oxfam Pilipinas

Photo: Vina Salazar/Oxfam Photo: Denvie Balidoy/Oxfam
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A Future
Without
Poverty.
We Can Make It.
This report is a salute to our partners, supporters, and donors.

Together, we directly reached a total of 106,777 people in both 
our development and humanitarian programs.

We continue to uphold our commitment to ensure the safety 
and dignity of the people we serve and put women’s rights at 
the start and the heart of everything that we do.

We will work harder to build a country free from poverty, where 
women and men equally and fully enjoy their rights.
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We Work with Partners
Oxfam Pilipinas believes that working through partners is the best way to attain our vision of 
creating a future that is secure, just and free from poverty. The following are key partners with 
whom we had active projects for fiscal year 2019-2020.

AMDF

CDP

CLRG-UPPAF

CO Multiversity

DMSF-IPHC

FPOP

HRC

IDEALS

LenddoEFL

MIDAS

PAYMAYA

PBSP

PDRRN

PINK!

PKKK

Al-Mujadilah Development 
Foundation, Inc.

Center for Disaster Preparedness 
Foundation, Inc.

Center for Local and Regional
Governance – University of the Philippines 
Public Administration Research and 
Extension Services Foundation, Inc.

Community Organizers Multiversity, Inc.

Davao Medical School Foundation, Inc.– 
Institute of Primary Health Care

Family Planning Organization of the 
Philippines, Inc.

Humanitarian Response Consortium

Initiatives for Dialogue and 
Empowerment through Alternative 
Legal Services, Inc.

Lenddo Pte. Ltd.

Mayon Integrated Development 
Alternatives and Services, Inc.

PayMaya Philippines, Inc.

Philippine Business for Social 
Progress, Inc.

People’s Disaster Risk Reduction 
Network, Inc.

Pinay Kilos!, Inc.

Pambansang Koalisyon ng 
Kababaihan sa Kanayunan, Inc.

PLCPD

PRRM

RDISK 

RWAN

SIKAP

SIKAT

SIMCARRD

TARBILANG

UNYPHIL-
WOMEN

UP CWGS

VSU-ViFARD- 
RCCRDC

WAGI

WE Act-
GZOPI

WGNRR

Philippine Legislators’ Committee on 
Population and Development, Inc.

Philippine Rural Reconstruction 
Movement, Inc.

Rural Development Institute of Sultan 
Kudarat, Inc.

Rice Watch and Action Network, Inc.

Sibog Katawhan Alang sa Paglambo, Inc.

Sentro para sa Ikauunlad ng Katutubong 
Agham at Teknolohiya, Inc.

SIAD Initiatives in Mindanao 
Convergence for Asset Reform 
and Regional Development, Inc.

Tarbilang Foundation, Inc

United Youth of the Philippines – 
Women, Inc.

University of the Philippines – Center 
for Women’s and Gender Studies

Visayas State University - ViSCA 
Foundation for Agricultural and Rural 
Development, Inc. - Regional Climate 
Change Research and Development 
Center

Women and Gender Institute

Women Engaged in Action on 1325 - 
Gaston Z. Ortigas Peace Institute

Women’s Global Network for 
Reproductive Rights
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we help save lives
In 2019, Oxfam Pilipinas delivered life-saving aid to more than 50,000 people who were affected by the 
series of disasters triggered by natural and human-induced hazards across the country.

In  line  with  our  commitment  to  strengthening  local  humanitarian  leadership,  all  these responses 
were  undertaken  with  15  partners  from  national  and  local  non-government organizations, the private 
sector, financial service providers, social protection agencies, and the government. Together with these 
partners, Oxfam responded to six emergencies covering six provinces, 18 municipalities and 75 barangays 
across the country.

Our timely, appropriate, accountable and impactful humanitarian response to communities affected by 
crises was made possible by valuable support from local partners and communities we work with, and the 
funding contribution from our donors: the European Union Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid (ECHO), the 
Government of Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (DRF), Start Fund, United Nations Development 
Fund (UNDP), Facebook, VISA, Burberry, and Steelworkers Humanity Fund.

Oxfam Pilipinas, together with representatives from other humanitarian 
organizations and the Department of Health, conduct assessments in 
an evacuation center for families displaced by the Taal Volcano 
eruption in Batangas province. 

Photo: April Bulanadi/Oxfam
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sleeping kits, and handheld solar lamps, to 
38,156 individuals displaced by earthquakes, 
typhoons and armed conflict;

safe access to camps and WASH facilities to 
31,428 internally displaced people (IDP) apart 
from the installation of solar-powered posts 
and provision of legal documentation, advice, 
referral and logistics support that enabled 
them to exercise their rights and receive 
humanitarian assistance; and

access to primary health care, nutrition, 
education, and psychosocial support 
services (PSS) to 9,534 people affected by 
the series of earthquakes and cyclical armed 
conflict in Mindanao through on-site health 
missions and community-based PSS 
sessions.

access to food and cash payments that 
enabled 25,551 people to buy basic needs from 
the local markets, and cash for work 
programs as sources of income;

clean water and sanitation services by 
distributing water vouchers, installing water 
points, repairing village-level water systems, 
and building latrines and bathing cubicles for 
28,786 people;

hygiene promotion activities for 30,620 
people to reduce WASH-related diseases, 
and ensure proper use of WASH facilities 
and hygiene materials;

upgraded shelter kits, which included bamboo 
poles, ropes, shelter-grade tarps, tools, 

Our response helped provide:

Humanitarian responders from Oxfam Pilipinas and partner PRRM conduct a rapid assessment of the damages on the house of Dina Belicario. 
At 70 years old, Belicario never thought that she would experience losing her house twice. It was in 2013 when she first lost her house due 
to Typhoon Haiyan (local: Yolanda). Now, she relived the tragic experience after her house was flattened by Typhoon Phanfone (local: Ursula). 

Photo: April Bulanadi/Oxfam
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With or without emergencies, Noraida Abo seldom 
stays at the office of UnYPhil-Women, a local 
women’s rights organization she currently heads 
in the southern region of the Philippines.  Her 
organization is also providing life-saving aid such 
as cash-for-food, water, sanitation and hygiene 
to people displaced by the decades-old cyclical 
armed conflict in Maguindanao. The project is 
being implemented with the support of Oxfam and 
the European Union Civil Protection and 
Humanitarian Aid.
 
“Failing to address injustices against the 
Bangsamoro people, socio-economic disparities, 
discrimination, and disenfranchisement from 
political processes will allow conflict to spark 
anew,” she said.

Photo: Vina Salazar/Oxfam
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We Build Resilient 
Communities
Together with the CDP, PRRM, and the Regional Climate Change Research and Development Center of the 
Visayas State University, Oxfam Pilipinas is helping build resilient communities in the towns of Balangiga, 
Lawaan, Salcedo, and Quinapondan in Eastern Samar province – building robust and protected livelihoods 
and enhancing local capacities in disaster preparedness so that communities are able to co-lead in relief 
and recovery efforts. 

Disaster preparedness efforts enabled four municipalities to update their contingency plans, and 10 
pilot communities to enhance their Disaster Risk Reduction and Management (DRRM) plans.  Emergency 
response teams – made up of community volunteers - were trained in first aid and basic life support. 

Cherry Ann Boleche washes off the debris and silt from their seaweed 
plantation. Cherry together with other members of the Cagaut Women’s 
Association are selling seaweeds to support the needs of their families 
in Salcedo, Eastern Samar. 

Photo: April Bulanadi/Oxfam
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At the same time, community disaster committees 
had increased understanding of local government 
financial and fiscal management systems while 
municipal budget officers and barangay officials 
became more aware of proper revenue generation, 
fund allocation and utilization, particularly in 
disaster preparedness and response.  Forty local 
service providers of essential commodities and 
livelihood tools were supported to come up with a 
business continuity plan during disasters.  Water 
Improvement Plans were developed in 40 barangay 
or villages while WASH (water, sanitation, and 
hygiene) promotion was strengthened in the 
municipalities.

Livelihoods in the disaster-prone areas that 
Oxfam assisted were supported through 
community asset protection and financial 
inclusion. Asset insurance certificates were 
provided for free by the Philippine Crop Insurance 
Corp. (PCIC) to fisherfolks to protect their fishing 
gear.  At least 466 fisherfolk received insurance 
payments from PCIC, after Typhoon Phanfone 
(local: Ursula) damaged their fishing boats and 
equipment in December 2019. 

Financial products (micro-savings, micro-credit, 
micro-insurance, and remittance) were extended 
by financial institutions, such as Cebuana 
Lhuillier and PayMaya Philippines, to 41 
barangays in Eastern Samar.  A total of 1,196 
people availed of accident insurance, while 388 
individuals received their prepaid cards for use 
during disasters, and to access financial 
services such as payments, remittance, 
savings, insurance, and credit. 

Ten financial literacy sessions were conducted 
which benefited 174 community members, almost 
70% of whom were women. Five social enteprises 
were supported: dried fish processing and 
marketing; local bread (hinorno) making and food 
vending; mangrove rehabilitation; fish sanctuary 
establishment (with seaweed farming); and cacao 
growing. 

Local leadership and preparedness are alive in the 
town of Salcedo, where the Municipal DRRM Plan 
was improved and integrated into developmental 
plans such as the Comprehensive Land Use Plan, 
and health and sanitation plans. 

Contingency plans were created in anticipation 
of typhoons and storm surges, earthquakes, and 
landslides. Using hazard maps from the Department 
of Science and Technology, vulnerable areas were 
identified for relocation. Salcedo now has four 
evacuation centers, with two more expected to 
rise.

When typhoon Typhoon Phanfone (local: Ursula) 
hit Eastern Samar in December 2019, no casualties 
were noted in these four towns. Learning from 
previous disaster experiences and armed with 
contingency plans, communities were better 
prepared.
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Cherry Gay Ayhon, leader of a community 
in the town of Quinapondan, in the 
province of Eastern Samar stands in 
front of a building destroyed by Super 
Typhoon Haiyan (local: Yolanda).

Photo: Elizabeth Stevens/Oxfam

  To those of you who 
are burning forests 
and wasting fossil 
fuels, please stop. 
In the Philippines, 
we are feeling the 
effects of climate 
change. It is 
destroying our 
ecosystems and 
worsening our water 
crisis. Our typhoons 
have become longer 
and stronger than ever 
before. If you had lived 
through Typhoon 
Yolanda you would 
stop doing what 
you’re doing.

“

“
– Cherry Gay Ayhon

Community leader 
in Quinapondan,
Eastern Samar
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We Help 
Transform Policy
Championing the Girl Child through Legislative Reform to End Child Marriage
 
With Oxfam Pilipinas support, the Creating Spaces Project gained strong momentum in the national 
movement to end child and early forced marriage (CEFM).  It was spearheaded by PLCPD and supported 
by a multi-sectoral alliance called #GirlDefenders composed of government officials, advocates and 
young activists from Lanao del Sur, Maguindanao, and National Capital Region. #GirlDefenders was 
launched in time for the celebration of International Day of the Girl in October 2019. 

Hanod Ebrahim is a youth leader who is changing lives 
in her community by using her voice to end child marriage 
in the town of Mamasapano, Maguindanao.

Photo: Vina Salazar/Oxfam
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To date, four bills filed in both houses of Congress, 
seeking to penalize facilitators of child marriage 
and to create mechanisms to transform harmful 
attitudes and stereotypes underpinning violence 
against young girls. Three of these bills were filed 
in the Lower House by Representative Josephine 
Lacson-Noel, Alfred Vargas, Bernadette Herre-
ra-Dy, and Edcel Lagman. 

Senator Risa Hontiveros, chair of the Senate 
Committee on Women, Children, Family Relations, 
and Gender Equality and a key Creating Spaces 
advocate, filed Senate Bill (SB) 162 or the “Girls Not 
Brides Act of 2019” following advocacy and 
lobbying efforts by Oxfam and its partners. In 
January 2020, Oxfam joined PLCPD, children’s 
networks, government agencies, and 
international and sectoral organizations to 
discuss various gender-related bills and issues 
such as adolescent pregnancies, solo parent 
incentives and CEFM during the Senate 
committee’s first hearing on gender calendared 
for the year. Oxfam, together with PLCPD, affirmed 
strong support for the bill and filed its formal 
position paper that delivered these three main 
points:

Child marriage is a grave violation of human 
rights and a serious public health issue in the 
Philippines warranting the urgent passage of 
legislation; 

Ending child marriage in the Philippines 
requires a coordinated multi-sectoral 
approach to address harmful social and 
gender norms that foster a culture of 
violence against women and girls (VAWG); 
and

 

1

2

Ending child marriage in the Philippines 
requires working with local actors, 
strengthening community partnerships, 
and ensuring women and girls can participate 
in all stages of decision-making to ensure 
that their rights are protected, and their 
specific needs are met. 

In February 2020, Hontiveros filed a revised 
version (SB 1373) together with Senator Leila de 
Lima, which incorporated recommendations by 
Oxfam to strengthen the participation of women 
and girls, and which were contained in a position 
paper submitted during the January 2020 public 
hearing. On March 4, 2020, in line with 
International Women’s Day, Hontiveros delivered a 
sponsorship speech, which marked the first time 
that the issue of child marriage and how to end it 
was discussed in a Senate plenary session in the 
Philippines. Following this speech, two Senate 
committees jointly recommended the early 
passage of the bill prohibiting child marriage in 
the Philippines.

3

“Poverty may be among the drivers of 
child marriages, but there is also a more 
subtle impulse behind this practice. 
Child marriage, aspart of social norms 
in communities where it is common is 
often the result of entrenched gender 
inequality.”

Read more about 
Senator Risa Hontiveros’ 
Sponsorship Speech here: 
http://legacy.senate.gov.ph/
press_release/2020/0305_honti-
veros2.asp
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In Southeast Asia, 40% to 50% of women are 
involved in agricultural production. According to 
the Food and Agriculture Organization, they 
contributed 12% percent of the region’s GDP in 
2015. But despite their contributions, women do 
not have equal access to resources and 
opportunities.

Through the Gender Transformative and 
Responsible Agribusiness Investment in South 
East Asia or the GRAISEA Program, Oxfam Pilipinas 
aims to improve the livelihoods of women and men 
small-scale producers through more responsible 
and inclusive value chains, and private sector 
investments in the region. More specifically, the 
program aims to address systemic barriers that 
restrict women’s meaningful participation and 
empowerment in value chains - such as social 
norms, low capacities, lack of voice in 
decision-making, and a lack of leadership by 
women in the economy.

In the Philippines, Oxfam works with the Initiatives 
for Dialogue and Empowerment through Alternative 

Legal Services, Inc. (IDEALS) to influence national 
policy toward creating an enabling environment 
for business and human rights, and for inclusive 
agricultural investments that support women’s 
economic empowerment and climate resilience. 
This work includes improving the Agriculture 
Venture Agreements (AVAs) that affect banana 
farmers in Mindanao, and enhancing the 
business and human rights practices of private 
sector groups that work in agriculture. 

IDEALS and Oxfam are part of the Commission on 
Human Rights (CHR) - Technical Working Group 
(TWG) on Business and Human Rights (BHR), which 
leads the efforts to sustain, strengthen and unify 
the BHR movement in the Philippines. 

Oxfam and IDEALS are also working with the Board 
of Investments in drafting an Inclusive Business 
Bill to push for an enabling policy environment for 
women and small-scale producers in the 
agriculture sector.

Making Agriculture Investments More Inclusive 

A worker weighs bananas in a packing plant in Davao de Oro. 
Most women in the banana farming industry work in these 
plants, each handling hundreds of trimmed banana clusters 
per day.

Photo: Dada Grifon/IDEALS
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Improving WASH response coordination mechanisms from local to national levels

Oxfam Pilipinas leveraged our global and local 
expertise in WASH and gender justice by pursuing 
an engagement with the Department of Health 
(DOH), with support from UNICEF, to draft the 
National Policy and Technical Guidelines on WASH 
in Emergencies and Disasters.

More than a year since the project commenced in 
2019, and amid the COVID-19 pandemic, the DOH 
issued Administrative Order (AO) 2020-0032. Such 
order, which was based on an initial draft 
developed by Oxfam Pilipinas, aims to support 
local health offices and local government units in 
delivering WASH services during disasters and 
emergencies in a timely, effective and efficient 
manner. This is achieved by providing them with 
a uniform understanding of WASH minimum 
standards and priority activities, as well as by 
institutionalizing WASH response coordination 
mechanisms from local to national levels. 

Through this engagement, we worked closely with 
the Disease Prevention and Control Bureau (DPCB) 
and the Health Emergency Management Bureau 
(HEMB) of the DOH. We organized consultations and 
round-table discussions with more than 79 
stakeholders in local, regional, and national 
levels, which included: 

10 key government departments with 
mandates related to WASH service provision 
during emergencies and disasters, 
including the Department of the Interior and 
Local Government (DILG), Department 
of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) 
and the Department of Education-(DepEd);

16 local government units that implemented 
WASH service delivery in previous disaster 
responses;

Six private sector groups that regularly 
support government efforts on WASH 
service delivery during emergencies and 
disasters, such as water and sanitation 
concessionaires and service providers;

47 civil society organizations working 
in both humanitarian and development 
contexts, and whose programs have 
implications on WASH service delivery 
during and after disasters.

After conducting a thorough legal and policy 
baseline review, Oxfam Pilipinas attended public 
consultations and lobbied for the inclusion of 
natural hazards and armed conflict in the 
Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR) of the 
Universal Health Care (UHC) Act as it would enable 
policy coherence. We submitted our position 
papers and memoranda with lessons culled from 
our emergency responses for Typhoon Mangkhut 
(local: Ompong), the Bohol earthquake, and the 
Marawi Siege. Having been included in the 
expanded definition of public health emergency, 
natural disasters are now covered by the special 
health fund indicated in the UHC law.

AO 2020-0032 also prohibits tobacco industry 
membership in the WASH sub-cluster in compliance 
with national laws and strengthens government 
commitments to the first global health treaty, the 
World Health Organization Framework Convention 
on Tobacco Control. 
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A woman tends to her grandchild in a flooded 
evacuation center in Barangay Pagatin in Shariff 
Saydona Mustapha town in Maguindanao. IDPs 
decided to stay in the flooded evacuation sites 
because they had no means to rebuild their 
homes that were destroyed at the height of 
military operations. Aside from armed conflict 
and disasters, IDPs also struggle with the lack 
of decent shelter, food, water, sanitation and 
hygiene, among other necessities. 

Oxfam Pilipinas and partners have provided the 
IDPs with food, cash, hygiene kits, water kits, 
hand pumps, shelter materials, sleeping kits, 
toilets, solar lamps and solar lighted posts in 
communal areas. Further, the newly enacted 
AO 2020-0032 will require rights-based and 
context-sensitive WASH interventions in 
conflict areas, geographically isolated and 
disadvantaged areas, and Indigenous 
peoples’ areas.

Photo: Vina Salazar/Oxfam

READ MORE: DOH AO 2020-0032 or the 
National Policy on WASH in 
Emergencies and Disasters: https://
philippines.oxfam.org/oxfam-devel-
oped-wash-policy-draft-approved-phil-
ippine-department-health
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We work for 
women’s rights 
and empowerment

With Empower Philippines, End Rape Culture PH, Young Pinays, 
and Time’s Up Ateneo, people converge to recreate a flash mob 
representing the Filipino version of the anti-rape chant from 
Chile called “Un Violador en Tu Camino” (A rapist in your path). 
The activity is part of the #WeMakeHerstory event organized 
by Oxfam on International Women’s Day. 

Photo: Vina Salazar/Oxfam

  Sana hindi lang dahil International Women’s Day or month pero 
sana araw-araw. Ipaglaban natin ang ating mga karapatan. Tayong 
mga babae ang magiging boses ng hindi mga makapagsalita. Tayo 
ang mga makapangyarihang mga babae.

“

“
(I hope we assert our rights not only during International Women’s Day or Month but every day. We are 
the women who will speak for the voiceless. We are powerful women.)

– Bayang Barrios, Singer and Songwriter
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Making ‘Herstory’ to Advance the Rights of Women and Girls

March is a significant month for Oxfam Pilipinas as 
our various workstreams on gender justice 
converge in the celebration of International 
Women’s Month.  The year 2020 is especially 
significant because it marks the 25th anniversary 
of the Beijing Platform for Action (BPfA), a 
landmark document for advancing the rights of 
women and girls.

In early 2020, we rolled out “We Make Herstory,” 
a campaign to highlight critical issues under the 
BPfA, increase public support for gender justice, 
and help strengthen the gender justice work of 
Oxfam and our partners.  We worked with various 
partners on an array of campaign events, which 
included: 

“Katipunera, Kababaihan, Kapwa: A Young 
Women’s Caucus,” by Miriam College – 
Women and Gender Institute. It provided a 
platform and safe space for young 
feminists to gather young women from 
various sectors to discuss key issues that 
affect them, recognize the importance 
of the BPfA, and examine it from their 
perspectives.

The BPfA Shadow Report, coordinated by 
the University of the Philippines – Center 
for Women’s and Gender Studies (UP CWGS) 
is a critical evaluation of the conditions of 
women and girls, and the successes and 
gaps on the implementation of the 
Philippines’ international BPfA 
commitments at the national level.

The We Make Herstory Public campaign 
is a combination of online and offline 
interactive activities that gathered 
campaign allies and networks of women’s 
rights organizations to push gender justice 
issues in national conversations.  

Traditional and online media hits published on the 
Women’s Month campaign generated a potential 
media reach of 19.136 million; and 296,174 reach 
across Oxfam’s social media platforms.  The 
numbers on potential media reach were 
generated by the media monitoring platform 
called Meltwater. The social media reach was 
generated by the built-in analytics of Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram during the online campaign 
period.

But more than the numbers, it is the 
transformative power of the campaign that 
provides a more accurate measure of the 
campaign’s success.  Says Illuminada Cueto, 
a member of Self-help Group (SHG) that 
participated in the We Make Herstory public 
event: “Hindi na ako ang nanay na nasa bahay 
na lamang kundi isa na akong nanay na 
humihikayat sa mga kababaihan na sumali at 
tumulong sa mga organisasyon upang paunlarin 
ang kanilang mga sarili sa pamamagitan ng 
pagdalo sa mga organisasyong  may parehong 
layunin para palakasin ang mga kababaihan na 
alam nila ang kanilang mga karapatan.” (I am no 
longer a mother who simply stays at home but 
one who encourages other women to join and 
support organizations that empower women and 
make them aware of their rights.)
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Shining the Light on Women Food Workers

Oxfam’s new evidence shows that human rights 
abuses continue in the food supply chains around 
the world, including the Philippines. Around six 
million people were reached by Oxfam Pilipinas on 
World Food Day in 2019, which surpassed global 
campaign targets.

A workers’ survey conducted in 2019 takes off 
from Oxfam’s 2018 report, “Ripe for Change: Ending 
Human Suffering in Supermarket Supply Chains,” 
which demonstrated that inequality is widespread 
throughout the global food system and that 
supermarkets are a huge part of this problem. 
The survey, which covered more than 500 
workers in farms, factories and plantations 
in the Philippines, Ecuador, Costa Rica, Peru and 
the United States, sought to provide a global 
snapshot of the pay and conditions of workers 
in a range of food sectors, based on workers’ 
own perceptions. 

In the Philippines, the survey was conducted from 
August to September 2019 with 112 respondents 
who represented non-unionized and unionized 
workers, and workers on permanent and 
short-term contracts. Workers were asked 21 
standard multiple-choice questions relating to 
pay and conditions. 

The survey found that three quarters of workers 
said that they were not paid enough to cover 
basic needs such as food and housing. Over a 
third said they were not protected from injury or 
harm at work and were not able to take a toilet 
break or have a drink of water when they needed 
it. On top of the bad working conditions, majority 
of female workers also said they still did unpaid 
care work for their families before or after work.

The survey confirmed that the practice of end of 
contract scheme, which runs counter to the labor 
law and international human rights commitments, 
is still prevalent. In factories such as in food 
processing businesses, women and men 
continue to accept temporary or seasonal jobs 
due to lack of opportunities and available decent 
paying work. Majority of the respondents (72%) 
said they were covered by seasonal or temporary 
contracts despite working in the same factory 
site for three years or more.

While the survey only covered a small portion of 
the country’s labor sector, cases of poor working 
conditions and labor violations by big companies 
were too big to be ignored. Oxfam recommends a 
wider and comprehensive study that would lead 
to policy change in conducting businesses that 
will uphold workers’ rights.

Women food workers are still subjected to poor working 
conditions, according to a report on the labor practices 
of farms, restaurants, factories, and supermarkets. 

Photo: Larry Monserate Piojo
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In January 2019, alongside the World Economic 
Forum in Davos, Oxfam’s Time to Care report 
revealed how heavy and unequal care 
responsibilities were trapping women in time 
and income poverty and locking them out 
of public and political life.

The report highlighted that in 2019, the world’s 
billionaires (only 2,153 individuals) had more 
wealth than 4.6 billion people. This great divide, 
according to the report, is based on a flawed 
and sexist economic system that values the 
wealth of the privileged few, mostly men, more 
than the billions of hours of the essential work – 
the unpaid and underpaid care work done primarily 
by women and girls around the world. It noted that 
the heavy and unequal responsibility of care work 
perpetuates gender and economic inequalities.

In the Philippines, progress on care provision is 
proving possible as both national and local 
governments have shown interest in wider 
reforms. At least eight local ordinances enacted
in Eastern Visayas and Mindanao (in Oxfam project 
areas vulnerable to disasters and armed conflict)

require the inclusion of unpaid care work in 
planning and budgeting processes and increasing 
access to safe water and childcare centers.

By recognizing, reducing and redistributing 
unpaid care work, we are one step closer to a 
world where women and girls can reach their full 
potential. This is evident in Eastern Visayas 
where more and more men are taking a lead in 
performing care duties, and local governments 
are enacting local laws that put unpaid care work 
issues at the negotiation table.

The Time to Care Campaign resonated in the 
Philippines and had a potential reach of 78.17 
million across traditional and online media 
publications; and social media reach of 380,149 
across Oxfam’s social media platforms. The 
numbers on potential media reach were 
generated by the media monitoring platform 
called Meltwater. The social media reach was 
generated by the built-in analytics of Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram during the online campaign 
period.

Joining a Global Solidarity Movement to Close Unpaid Care Work Gap

Residents use a wooden cart to transport 
water jugs from the refilling station, built 
through the WE-Care project, to their homes.

Photo: Jed Regala/Oxfam
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The global Time to Care report includes a foreword 
by Rowena Abeo, a daycare worker, who is from 
Salcedo Town in Eastern Samar, Philippines. She 
said: 

“I’ve been a daycare worker in a school for ten 
years. And I’m also a housewife. Being a 
housewife takes so much time. I have so many 
things to do that I can’t finish right away. The 
heaviest housework is fetching water. It takes us 
three to four hours to go and get water because 
our water source is far. We have to go to the river 
and lift our  cans. In the past, my husband didn’t 
help in the household at all. It was a lot of work 
that I had to do on top of what I did in the school, 
but my husband and I didn’t question it. 

That changed when we started to attend 
trainings and seminars and learned about 
unpaid care work. Now, he always helps around 
the house. He helps me do the housework, like 
cooking, doing the laundry, and cleaning the 
house, especially when I am working in the 
school. We also have water tanks now through 
the help of Oxfam and SIKAT. We finally have taps 
and a hose, so we don’t have to carry water cans 
and pails anymore. We spend less time fetching 
water now. While we wait for the water to fill our 
water cans and drums, we can focus on other 
work.”

Read the Time to Care report 
here: https://www.oxfam.org/en/re-
search/time-care

Photo: Jed Regala/Oxfam
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Fiscal year 2019-2020 saw the completion of the 
WE-Care project. This global initiative aimed to 
transform unpaid care work by enabling women 
and girls to decide on how to use their time and 
claim their rights, influencing men and boys to 
share more in doing care work and championing 
the issue, and engaging government, media, and 
the private sector towards providing institutional 
support. 

With assistance from Unilever and Oxfam, six civil 
society partners in the Philippines – SIKAT, PRRM, 
COM, RDISK, SIMCARRD, and PKKK – carried out for 
three years practical, low-cost, solution-focused 
interventions in partner communities in Eastern 
Visayas and the BARMM. These included provision 
of time- and labor-saving equipment (e.g., water 
carts, solar irons, stoves), and water-based 
infrastructure (e.g., laundry points and water 
stations).  Facilitators engaged the community 
members, including men and boys, in Rapid Care 
Analysis (RCA) and conversations to help reshape 
gendered social norms around more equal 
distribution of care work within the household.  

Partners and community champions conducted 
dialogues with local governments towards 

providing more enabling policy environments 
and relevant support services. Finally, project 
partners engaged local influencers (religious 
and traditional leaders), the private sector, and 
media in various campaigns and communication 
activities to spark discussions around care work 
among the broader public.

Why focus on unpaid care work? 

Care work includes daily activities such as 
fetching water, collecting fuel, preparing 
food, cleaning the house, and looking after 
children and dependent adults that contribute 
significantly to people’s overall well-being. 
It remains undervalued, and predominantly 
done by women and girls.  

Addressing this issue is fundamental to human 
development and gender equality.  As such, 
it is a public and not a private issue. Global 
and regional development and human rights 
commitments like the Social Development Goals 
require national governments to tackle unpaid 
care work as part of efforts to empower women 
and girls and enable them to benefit more from 
participating in the political, economic and social 
spheres.

Oxfam staff joins a group discussion on unpaid 
care and domestic work organized by the GMA Home 
Owners Association in Tacloban, a resettlement site 
for communties affected by Typhoon Haiyan (local: 
Yolanda). 

Photo: Aurélie Marrier d’Unienville/Oxfam

The Women’s Economic Empowerment and Care (WE-Care) Initiative 
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In August 2019, the Overseas Development 
Institute (ODI), with its local research counterparts, 
conducted the final evaluation of the WE-Care 
project in the Philippines. The findings provided 
evidence of the project’s significant impact in 
reducing women’s time spent on care tasks and 
promoting recognition of care work in local 
policies.  The evaluation report also noted 
considerable progress towards promoting a 
more equitable distribution of care work.

Reduction. New or improved water infrastructure 
reduced the time spent by women on care work as 
a main task compared with women with no access 
to such.  The project provided 11,017 women and 
girls with access to improved water points.  Those 
interviewed by ODI reported reduced intensity of 
care activities like fetching water and washing 
clothes. On average, women spent two hours less 
on care work as a result of access to improved 
water points.

Redistribution. Awareness-raising activities on 
care work meant to influence social norms reached 
more than 27,000 women and men. ODI estimated 
that participation of a household member in such 
activities increased the time spent by men on main 
care tasks by two to three hours on average. 

The partners trained a total of 804 men to be care 
work champions who helped communicate the 
value of care work and served as positive role 
models in the communities.

Recognition. Evaluators noted significant 
changes for this area in terms of eight local 
legislative bodies engaged in UCW discussions, 
with six eventually adopting ordinances to help 
sustain WE-Care interventions.  Partners, 
through PKKK, also made headway in engaging 
national agencies, like the Philippine Commission 
on Women (PCW), which subsequently led to 
WE-Care’s participation in global events such 
as the 63rd session of the United Nations
 Commission on the Status of Women. 

Her Time, Her Choice.  Women involved in the 
WE-Care project reported having more time to 
spend on activities of their choice, including paid 
work.  Women in communities where water and 
laundry points were built or repaired spent twice 
as much time on farming activities and other paid 
work.  Apart from enhancing food security and 
income, this also contributed to women’s 
increased self-esteem, autonomy in terms of 
being able to make decisions, and a sense of 
dignity.

Evidence of impact from the final project evaluation: Key findings at a glance

Virginia Bergado of Guiuan town, Eastern 
Samar, says self-care means having more time 
to do things to boost her confidence. “I always 
make it a point to put on lipstick and look my 
best whenever I go out,” she said. 

Photo: April Bulanadi/Oxfam
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THE ROAD AHEAD

Much still needs to be done to fully transform the landscape of unpaid care work in the country.  
The WE-Care final evaluation, for instance, noted a few unintended negative impacts like some men 
and boys who refrain from doing care tasks that they perceived to have become more manageable 
as a result of project interventions.  The assessment also reported a slight increase in the 
acceptance of gender-based violence related to care tasks among respondents.  Overall, 
WE-Care’s final project evaluation emphasized the importance of adopting a systemic view and 
achieving increased synergy among different interventions in transforming gender norms and 
people’s behavior around care work. 

Siblings in Libungan town in Cotabato do household chores after 
school. The children wash dishes by an artesian well built by the 
WE Care project near their house.

Photo: Jed Regala/Oxfam
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Marino Cahipo is a father of three children and 
a fisherman in Eastern Samar. For eight hours a 
day, he is at sea, catching fish to sell and earn 
money for his family. Before he started doing his 
share of care work for their family, the only thing 
that was important to Marino was to earn money. 
During this time, his wife, Vilma, had to do all the 
household chores and care work.

After some training sessions in Oxfam’s Men Care 
Champion program, Marino says his mind was 
opened and he came to the realisation that men 
should be more involved in household chores. 
Now, apart from cleaning the house, washing 
dishes and clothes, and fetching water, he helps 
his children understand the importance of 
sharing care work. Marino notices that his family 
is much happier, and his wife is healthier now 
that they share the work.

Photo: Jed Regala/Oxfam
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Dr. Nymraida Marohombsar, a municipal health 
officer based in the RHU of conflict-affected 
Datu Odin Sinsuat since 1992, oversees the 
entire health program for mothers and babies. 
She is the best person to ask about the sexual 
and reproductive health needs and challenges 
faced by all 32 barangays in the municipality. 

“A problem I regularly encounter is that patients 
from geographically isolated and disadvantaged 
areas cannot just come down to seek health 
services. Usually we hire public utility vehicles; if 
unavailable, barangays (villages) and other local 
government units sponsor our transportation and 
food, so we can go to these remote areas,” she 
said. 

“We have to reach out to people because 
it is difficult for people to come to us. 
We will continue to provide health education for 
everyone. Going around the different barangays 
has given me a good understanding of the health 
challenges in rural communities. Poverty is one; 
difficult terrain and expensive transportation are 
another,” she added.

Despite all the challenges, Dr. Nymraida is not 
leaving her post any time soon. “I love my job. It’s 
my passion to help the underprivileged and the 
poor. Seeing the smile of every constituent of 
Datu Odin Sinsuat and getting more people to ask 
for health services are experiences no amount of 
money could ever replace” she said. 

Photo: Eleanor Farmer/Oxfam
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In 2015, Oxfam launched the five-year ARCHES 
project to contribute to poverty alleviation and 
enhanced well-being of people in marginalized 
and conflict-affected municipalities in Muslim 
Mindanao through improved availability of and 
access to basic SRH services.

The project was carried out with six partner 
organizations – AMDF, UnyPhil–Women, Tarbilang 
Foundation, PINK, PLCPD, and PBSP with funding 
support from the European Union (EU).   ARCHES 
was implemented in the five provinces of BARMM:  
Maguindanao, Lanao del Sur, Basilan, Sulu, and 
Tawi-tawi, covering 29 municipalities.
   
After the project, a higher contraceptive 
prevalence rate was observed among ARCHES 
areas compared with non-ARCHES regions, with 
more people using modern methods or a 
combination of modern and traditional methods 
of contraception. Reported contraceptive use 
was significantly higher for those reached by 
ARCHES in Basilan and Sulu. 

Regarding maternal and child health, a majority 
of childbirths in the last four years were still 
home-based deliveries, but 39% of those who 
gave birth were assisted by a qualified birth 
attendant. The highest reported figures for 
deliveries in hospitals were in Lanao del Sur.  
For community birthing facilities, the highest 
were in Tawi-Tawi.

Improving the Availability of Reproductive Health Services 
in the Autonomous Region of Muslim Mindanao (ARCHES) 

There was a significantly higher percentage of 
prenatal care for those reached by ARCHES 
compared with those from non-ARCHES project 
areas. 

The project reached 464,669 people through 
the various information, education, and 
communication (IEC) materials and activities 
conducted regarding SRH services. It raised 
awareness of all the services mandated by RA 
10354 (Responsible Parenthood and Reproductive 
Health Act of 2012).

A small number of married female respondents 
said they were mostly responsible for deciding 
on the number of children in the household.  The 
highest number of women respondents who said 
they were the primary decision-makers within the 
household were in the case of deciding on what 
family planning (FP) method to use.

Twenty Rural Health Units (RHUs) that the project 
supported with resources and capacity building 
interventions have been accredited by the 
Philippine Health Insurance Corporation as FP 
or maternity care providers. 

The Muslim religious leaders engaged by the 
project articulated their support for family 
planning, framed as a strategy for achieving 
proper birth spacing and complementary to or 
aligned with religious teachings on responsible 
parenthood.  This framing was deemed effective 
in dealing with conservative views that see FP as 
incompatible with the idea that pregnancies and 
childbirths are divinely preordained.  
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The “No More Children Having Children” campaign 
led by PLCPD, with support from Oxfam, calls for 
the review of Reproductive Health Law especially 
on mandatory comprehensive sexuality education.

Photo: Denvie Balidoy/Oxfam
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We Strengthen 
Capacities of Civil Society
Kamanlilikha: A Strategic Leadership ‘Playshop’ for our Partner Organizations

Capacity development of partners and their organizations is a key component of our work.  Oxfam Pilipinas 
observed, however, that initiatives were more at the technical and/or project implementation level, and 
that there was a significant gap in supporting continued capacity at the senior/leadership level on more 
organization-wide or strategic issues.  

We organized a strategic leadership session tailored to the needs of the executive directors/senior 
managers of our partner organizations as an opportunity for leaders of our partners to reflect on critical 
issues affecting their organizations, their work and the performance of their roles.

We organized a leadership session via ‘playshop’ for executive 
directors and senior managers of our implementing partners to 
allow a creative co-creation of a strategic vision. 

Photo: Future By Design Pilipinas 
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In their insights, the participants said:

There is a need for continuing 
conversations to be able to reinforce 
each other’s key sources of inspiration, 
strengths, wins and accomplishments, 
as well as to have meaningful exchange 
on real-life challenges, possibilities and 
opportunities 

There is a need to have space for the 
leader-partners to reconnect with 
themselves, recharge and refocus their 
energies towards exponentially 
strengthening their organizations and 
their communities. 

Spaces for open communication, 
exchange of ideas and conversations 
among partners, and within each partner 
organization’s area of operations, are 
essential in the face of a dynamically 
changing development landscape. 

The playshop was facilitated by Future By Design 
Pilipinas, an innovation and learning network 
working towards “people coming together through 
meaningful conversations co-creating positive 
futures”. 

The playshop accompanied participant-leaders to 
discover their purpose and the strategic strengths 
they could build on, as they answered this 
question: In the face of a complex and changing 
development landscape, what will it take for us to 
lead organizations that will sustainably co-create 
positive change in the communities we serve?

The conversations around this question 
generated organization vision boards and anchors 
to their personal and organizational vision, after 
each participant had rediscovered their innate 
purpose, unique leadership histories and capital, 
and discovered the shared sources of inspiration 
and strategic strengths of the Oxfam network of 
partners as well as the opportunities and 
possibilities in the field of development. 

Oxfam and its implementing partners participate in a Learning Exchange on Climate and Human Ecology to strengthen 
collective climate action. 

Photo: Denvie Balidoy/Oxfam

/ OXFAM PILIPINAS ANNUAL REPORT April 2019 – March 202034



Capacity Assessment Tool for Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights

The Capacity Assessment Tool for Sexual and 
Reproductive Health and Rights, or the 
CAT4SRHR, is a guided self-assessment tool for 
civil society and women’s rights organizations 
(CSOs and WROs) on organizational capacity 
strengths, weaknesses, and gaps in SRHR 
programming. Oxfam Pilipinas believes SRHR 
programming and organizational capacities are 
inherently linked; organizations can be more 
effective when their internal structures, 
processes and work are more sustainable, 
gender-just and democratic.

Our approach to capacity-strengthening is 
responsive.  We recognize that each organization 
is distinct, operating in specific contexts, and at 
different organizational stages.  We believe that 
CSOs and WROs are in the best position to 
determine their capacity strengthening needs 
and priorities.

As part of our Sexual Health and Empowerment 
(SHE) project, we supported 10 partner 
organizations to conduct CAT4SRHR workshops 
and develop their capacity-building work plans. 
The workshops were an opportunity for partners 
to systematically review their organization’s 
standpoint on SRHR, ensuring that they go beyond 
family planning and reproductive health, and into 
sexual rights and health, social norms, and gender 
and power 
relations. 

The CAT4SRHR workshops were a safe space for 
partner organizations to discuss their values 
related to SRHR and other contentious issues in 
their communities - like minors’ access to 
contraceptives, and rights related to sexual 
orientation, identity, and expression. 

For the partners, the conversations were 
important as they affect the realities that 
women and girls face in their communities; 
and are critical to community leaders being 
able to engage on SRHR and gender issues 
with their local government units and local 
influencers such as peer educators, Muslim 
religious leaders, and community health 
workers.

The workshops were also opportunities to 
delve into organizational accomplishments, 
gaps, strengths, and opportunities for 
improvement. The process identified priorities 
for investing in institutional strengthening 
funds and contributed to the development 
of action plans and capacity building work 
plans for the SHE project.

Through the workshops, the staff also learned 
from one another, appreciated the different roles 
and functions involved in project and program 
delivery, and discussed their organization’s 
journey.

For Oxfam Pilipinas, the workshops helped us 
better understand the organizational capacities 
of our partner organizations, which is essential 
in developing more strategic support for them. 
By integrating into our thinking and planning the 
sustainability of local organizations, and by
investing in systems, processes, mechanisms, 
and organizational development that lead to 
a more robust gender and SRHR programming, 
the experience also provided added impetus 
for ensuring the sustainability of advocacy 
and influencing initiatives.
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  In the Philippines, there’s a need for strong interventions 
to realize SRHR, especially in rural areas. In rural areas, 
it’s very difficult to have access to public health services. 
It’s incredibly difficult, especially when you’re affected 
by climate change, armed conflict or just because you are 
isolated from the rest of the development in the country.

“

“
– Daryl Leyesa

Project Manager of PKKK (where she 
leads the SHE Project, a partnership 
with Oxfam Canada with funding 
from Global Affairs Canada) 
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We innovate
Leveraging Digital Technology for Financial Inclusion

Oxfam’s innovation on cash transfer dates back to 2013 when Typhoon Haiyan wreaked havoc and 
displaced millions of people. It started with Oxfam’s collaboration with Visa to develop an electronic 
prepaid solution (EPS) which uses a magnetic prepaid card. Following its success, Oxfam partnered 
with UnionBank, Metrobank, i2C, Visa-accepting merchants, and the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) 
to further develop a full operational EPS. 

Oxfam and partners join forces to share their experience on cash 
transfer in the Philippines: how it evolved from an approach to 
humanitarian aid delivery to one which is at the cutting edge of 
development strategies.

Photo: April Bulanadi/Oxfam
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“

The system was first deployed and tested during 
the 2014 Typhoon Hagupit (local: Ruby) emergency 
response in Tacloban and Western Samar. In 
terms of quickness, security, and transparency, 
the system proved to be efficient in delivering 
assistance to vulnerable women and their 
families in crisis situations.

Aiming to reach more families living in 
poverty during crises and to optimize the 
telecommunication and financial technologies, 
Oxfam expanded its partnership to Paymaya, 
a fintech arm of PLDT (a leading 
telecommunications company). With the 
partnership, Oxfam achieved a breakthrough 
with the birth of iAFFORD program, which enabled 
Oxfam to further  advocate its  work on financial 
inclusion. 

The program  received recognition from several 
organizations, leading to partnerships  with 
microfinance institutions on disaster risk 

financing, providing access to poor women and 
their families on microloans, micro-savings, and 
micro-insurance that enhanced their resiliency. 
Oxfam’s financial inclusion program has reached 
42,003 unbanked and underserved Filipinos (75% 
women) and gained recognition from, among 
others, the BSP, who said:

“In the iAFFORD program, the Bangko Sentral 
ng Pilipinas sees a remarkable example of 
collaboration and innovation to empower the 
financially excluded. It is the kind of 
endeavor we envisage and hope to 
propagate as we continue to spearhead the 
implementation of the National Strategy for 
Financial Inclusion. The stories of iAFFORD 
beneficiaries prove that maximizing our 
common resources, developing accordant 
interventions based on a singular vision, and 
applying the right innovations can uplift the 
lives of many and provide them the means 
for recover.”

This community in Barangay Damurog, 
Alcala, Cagayan Valley was affected by 
Typhoon Haima (local: Lawin) in 2016. 
Through Oxfam and PDRRN’s cash 
assistance program, these families 
received support through electronic 
prepaid cards from Paymaya.

When the same community was hit by 
Typhoon Mangkhut (local: Ompong) in 
2018, the cash distribution was made 
quick and easy by just updating their 
existing and compliance records on file. 
They have received cash assistance 
transferred through their PayMaya cards 
thru the joint efforts of Oxfam and PDRRN, 
funded by Facebook.

Photo: Denvie Balidoy/Oxfam
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Cynthia Torres of Malvar, Batangas was one of the 
many who came to the evacuation center in Santo 
Tomas, Batangas to seek  food aid after the Taal 
volcano eruption in January 2020. Her family had 
been staying in a different evacuation center 
in the next town, but the center did not have 
enough supplies for the affected families. 

During the eruption, more than 70,000 people 
were forced to take shelter in 300 evacuation 
centers – the start of a long period of 
displacement for many of them. A state of 
calamity was declared for the entire region 
surrounding the volcano. 

Along with displacement was the loss of 
livelihood for thousands who relied on 
agriculture, especially subsistence farmers 
and fishers. The Department of Agriculture 
estimated damage to crops to be over PhP 3.06 
billion, affecting 15,790 hectares of agricultural 
lands, while local fisheries suffered more than 
PhP 1.6 billion in damages.

The loss of livelihood was expected to impact the 
recovery of affected communities for a long time. 
Early on, Oxfam highlighted the need for 
emergency response plans to anticipate the 
prolonged displacement of communities within 
the hazard zone. There was an initial outpouring 
of support for displaced families, but there was 
also a critical need to ensure that support 
continued into the recovery phase.

Digital financial technology is playing a key role in 
helping communities during the recovery effort. 
Oxfam has partnered with Singapore-based 
FinTech, LenddoEFL, for its digital identity 
verification solution, known as electronic know 
your customer (eKYC). This technology allows the 
user’s identity to be verified faster and more 
effectively using their mobile device. Such 
scheme enables cash to reach the recipient 
more efficiently during a humanitarian response. 

Photo: Denvie Balidoy/Oxfam
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Shortly before Christmas 2019, the Philippine 
weather bureau, PAGASA, forecasted that Eastern 
Samar would be in the path of Typhoon Phanfone 
(local: Ursula). This was dreadful news for Mana 
Maria, an elderly resident of a coastal community 
in Salcedo, Eastern Samar, whose family was still 
reeling from another 
typhoon a few weeks earlier.  With the support 
of the local government and Oxfam’s disaster 
preparedness program in place, her family was 
able to evacuate to safer grounds.

Oxfam’s BREADY (Building Resilient, Adaptive 
and Disaster Ready Communities) Project aims 
to enhance such preparedness and pre-
emptive actions of communities like Salcedo. 
This was made possible by the following 
innovations: (1) risk modelling technology for 
parametric forecasting, which combines 
historical data on extreme weather events,
 climate forecast, and social vulnerabilities; 
and (2) digital financial technology to enable 
pre-disaster cash transfers.  With these 
innovations, local governments and other 
humanitarian actors can better mitigate the 
impact of disasters, especially on poor and 
vulnerable communities.

Enhancing disaster preparedness in vulnerable coastal communities

Global Parametrics, a BREADY project partner, 
developed a tropical cyclone forecasting model 
to provide accurate information to Salcedo on 
Typhoon Phanfone’s path. The model uses 
historical data from PAGASA and other weather 
bureaus in the world. With the local government 
of Salcedo and the PDRRN, another project 
partner, Global Parametrics developed triggers 
for pre-disaster cash grants.
 
BREADY assisted 1,799 households affected by 
the typhoon with a modest multi-purpose cash 
assistance, using the digital platform of 
PayMaya, another project partner. Money-in 
money-out (MIMO) outlets were mobilized for the 
quick release of cash assistance to project 
participants. Financial literacy sessions were 
also conducted. 

The BREADY experience is valuable to the broader 
humanitarian community as it can inform policies 
on forecast-based financing such as that 
contained in the government’s National DRRM 
Plan. 
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Lolita Catalogo, a member of the Maslog Coconut Farmer 
and Fishermen Association, stands next to a mangrove 
forest near her community in the town of Lawaan in the 
province of Eastern Samar. The forest was damaged 
by Super Typhoon Haiyan (local: Yolanda), and is being 
restored by the association, with support from Oxfam 
and partner PRRM. 

Photo: Elizabeth Stevens/Oxfam 
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We Support the 
Future of Women’s 
Leadership in the 
Bangsamoro
Building a women’s agenda for peace and development in the 
Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM)

The Consolidated Bangsamoro Women’s Agenda 
was created through a series of local workshops 
and a national conference to surface and validate 
the Bangsamoro women’s perspectives on gender 
equality and the integration of women’s rights into 
the fundamental Bangsamoro laws. The process 
was led by WEACT 1325 and involved women’s 
rights organizations such as UnYPhil-Women, 
AMDF, and Tarbilang plus more than 400 
Bangsamoro women.

The Bangsamoro Women’s Agenda, as refined by 
the workshops, was categorized into six broad 
components in line with the National Action Plan 
on Women, Peace, and Security (NAPWPS). These 
included Participation and Empowerment;
Protection and Prevention of Violence Against 
Women (VAW) in Situations of Armed Conflict/
Natural Disasters; Socio-Economic Development; 
Security; Transitional Justice and Reconciliation; 
and Gender Mainstreaming.

The experience of building the agenda 
strengthened the capacity of women leaders and 
their communities to articulate women’s issues in 
creating a shared vision of a gender-responsive

and inclusive BARMM government and claiming 
their spaces in the BARMM transition process.

Women leaders presented the women’s agenda 
to the members of the Bangsamoro Transition 
Authority, including local legislators and 
government executive representatives, during the 
local consultations, and the national conference 
on Women’s Agenda on Peace and Transitional 
Justice in November 2019. This agenda was also 
used and presented during lobby meetings and in 
engaging members of the Bangsamoro Transition 
Authority and BARMM officials.

The Women’s Agenda would be the starting 
point for Bangsamoro women to sustain 
genuine conversations in ensuring that 
Bangsamoro women will not be left behind 
in the development of BARMM. The agenda 
covers other vulnerable sectors to which 
women belong – the internally displaced, 
Indigenous peoples, older persons, orphans, 
out-of-school youth, widows, persons with 
disabilities – whose concerns should be equally 
considered in policy-making, budgeting and 
program design, implementation, and monitoring. 
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  I am a girl defender because I believe we can give young 
persons like me a law that will provide us the confidence and 
knowledge that it is okay to say no when we are being forced 
to do something we do not want to do.

“

“
– Anna Boloto
     Student and Youth Leader

Photo: Vina Salazar/Oxfam
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We Amplify 
Issues and Voices

ANN RIA BARRERA
Response Manager of the People’s Disaster Risk 
Reduction Network

RINA FULO
Sexual Health and Empowerment Project Officer of 
Oxfam Pilipinas

LOT FELIZCO
Country Director of Oxfam Pilipinas

ZAHRIA MUTI-MAPANDI
Executive Director of Al-Mujadilah 
Development Foundation 

JURMA TIKMASAN
Dean of the College of Fisheries in Mindanao State 
University-Tawi-Tawi; Executive 
Director of Tarbilang Foundation

So you want to be a humanitarian worker: 
A message from the frontlines

“My message to anyone reading this who might be thinking about 
pursuing a career in the humanitarian sector: We must never forget 
the essence of humanitarian work – to uphold people’s dignity, 
especially of women and girls. Whatever you do, when you do it with 
and for women, you make things better for everyone, not just for 
women.”

Our bodies as a site of power

“We need to see women, girls, men and boys as human beings 
capable of making the right choices. Instead of keeping information 
from them and making them feel ashamed for asking questions, we 
should provide gender-sensitive, diverse, inclusive, age-appropriate, 
and positive knowledge to empower them to make decisions over 
their bodies free from fear, violence, and coercion.”

Cash donations work—here’s why

“Now is a good opportunity for us Filipinos to reflect on how best to deploy our willingness to 
give. Proper evacuation center management is important, and a key feature of this would be to 
involve the evacuees themselves in running the affairs of their temporary residences. Shifting to 
cash programming as soon as possible will benefit the evacuees as well as help jumpstart local 
markets, thus facilitating early recovery.”

The future of women’s leadership in the Bangsamoro

“For a local women’s agenda to work, it must come 
from Bangsamoro women from all walks of life, 
from different sectors, and with diverse roles and 
responsibilities. Women are not merely asking for 
seats at the policy negotiating table to face current 
leadership – rather, we want our own 
leadership to be recognized and 
respected.”

Building social capital with the Bangsamoro is a must

“I put my trust in the new leadership. Civil society must do its 
part by supporting the [BARMM government] with our shared 
objective – to serve the people. Together, civil society and 
Bangsamoro leaders cannot let future generations say that 
when it was our time to deliver, we did nothing.”

Since 2019, Oxfam Pilipinas, together with our implementing partners, has aimed to produce a monthly 
opinion piece for leading national news outlets based on evidence and learning from our projects, in the 
hope that our analysis and findings would reach a wider audience. 

According to media monitoring platform, Meltwater, our opinion pieces reached 86 million people from 
April 2019 to March 2020. During this period, there were 19 write-ups featuring a policy ask or an advocacy 
statement from Oxfam, which were developed and pitched by Oxfam or partner staff.
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We Maximize Resources 
to Effect Lasting Change

During our 2020 fiscal year, defined as the period 
from April 2019 to March 2020, we received a total 
of GBP 3,504,233, or PhP 220,913,917.

Of this amount, the biggest allocation (36%) 
was for the Rights in Crisis program, where our 
humanitarian and emergency responses are 
lodged. This is followed by our Conflict 
Transformation Program (26%), which consists 
of projects that aim to contribute to the overall 
development of Mindanao. 

Toward the end of the last fiscal year, we also 
set up a stand-alone Gender Justice program to 
reflect its value and centrality. Further allocations 
were made on programs and campaigns to reduce 
gender-based violence and increase awareness 
of gender rights, making direct investments that 
comprise 21% of our total budget, as well as 
ensuring gender was embedded across all of our 
programming and institutional strengthening. 

Thirteen percent is categorized as management 
and administrative costs.

PARTNER AFFILIATES
Oxfam America
Oxfam Australia
Oxfam Canada
Oxfam Great Britain
Oxfam Hong Kong
Oxfam Novib
Oxfam Solidarité (Belgium)

Oxfam Pilipinas is accountable to the donors, partners, and communities we work with. 
We seek to maximize the support we receive to ensure lasting impact of our programs. 

Rights in Crisis  

Conflict Transformation 

Gender Justice Programme 

Economic Justice Programme 

Management and Admin

  1,273,313.00  

 897,869.00 

722,192.00  

 165,544.00 

3,058,918.00 

    445,315.96 

    3,504,233.96 

 SUB-TOTAL PROJECT COST:

 

TOTAL:

36%

26%

21%

5%

13%

100%

OUR DONORS

Burberry

Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade-Australia

Dutch Relief Alliance
European Civil Protection and 
Humanitarian Aid (ECHO)

European Union

Facebook

Global Affairs Canada                                                         

Start Fund

Steelworkers Humanity Fund

The Government of Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region (DRF)  

Twitter

Unilever

United Nations Development Fund (UNDP)

VISA
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https://philippines.oxfam.org

Oxfam is an international confederation of 20 organizations working together with partners and lo-
cal communities in more than 90 countries. Oxfam has been at work in the Philippines for more than 

30 years and has a wide diversity of programs and partners.

TWITTER           FACEBOOK       INSTAGRAM        LINKEDIN            BLOG

https://twitter.com/oxfamph
https://twitter.com/oxfamph
https://www.facebook.com/OxfamPilipinas/
https://www.instagram.com/oxfampilipinas/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/oxfaminthephilippines/
https://philippines.oxfam.org/latest/blogs
https://www.instagram.com/oxfampilipinas/
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